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P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

Rural areas face numerous challenges if they wish to remain attractive and competitive and ensure economic growth. At a time

when rural areas represent roughly 52% of European land but face a decline in their population, what challenges must regions

respond to if they are to ensure opportunities in their rural environments?

 

European Rural Development Policy is the mechanism via which the European Union works to improve and safeguard quality of

life in rural areas. In fact, 100 billion euros were set aside for 2014–2020 through the European Agricultural Fund for Rural

Development (EAFRD). In a broader context, EAFRD’s priorities can be summarized in three key objectives: 1) to design

mechanisms for supporting innovation; 2) to address the new needs and challenges of traditional agricultural industries; and 3)

to ensure the application of new technologies.  

 

Rural policy must therefore mobilize assets and empower communities to ensure social and economic development and the

well-being of citizens in rural areas. Without this approach, rural policies run the risk of becoming subsidies that are

unsustainable in the long term. 

 

The aim of this newsletter is to reflect on the rural environment and explore the main developmental challenges and

opportunities as well as the main policies and success stories. First, Josep Maria Piñol, technical staff member of the URV’s Chair 

for University and Knowledge Region discusses the current reality and trends in rural development. Francesc Primé, an

environmental specialist from Tarragona Provincial Council, then analyses development policies as a tool for transforming the

rural world. The section on regional benchmarking presents several examples of rural development and innovation. Finally, the

section entitled Discovering Southern Catalonia provides different examples of rural development in our region.

 

We invite you to visit our website, where you will find information about events and documents on, for example, regional

development and intelligent specialization. Also, why not send us your own ideas and opinions and in that way help to shape our

region of knowledge?

The challenges of rural 
development

MANEL  VALLÈS  RASQUERA
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An evolving concept

 

The adjective rural has traditionally referred to life and activities linked to the countryside. It is used to refer to environments in

which people live by making direct use of resources. 

 

Rurality, however, is seen in an increasingly multifaceted way. For instance, we can identify several types of rural area

depending on their relationship with cities. These include periurban areas, agricultural spaces (industrialized or not),

intermediate cores with services, mountain areas used for second residences and others.

 

Apart from certain common characteristics that are all too frequently cited in relation to the problem of depopulation, each

type of area presents particular problems and expectations. 

 

A large part of Southern Catalonia is covered by one of the Local Action Groups that manage rural development programmes.

This suggests that our territory has an inherently rural character. The regions of Conca de Barberà, Priorat, Ribera d'Ebre and

Terra Alta are very rural; however the same can be said of other parts of Southern Catalonia, especially at higher altitudes.

 

The causes of a complex situation

 

The loss of human capital is a reality in southern rural areas. The core of the problem is not just depopulation but also aging.

This results from an accumulation of historical factors (inadequate agricultural policies, low accessibility, resource constraints,

lack of diversification plans) and new variables (effects of demographic structure, difficulty in accessing land and housing, lack

of digital infrastructure, inadequate public policies). 

 

In trying to address the lack of competitiveness, investment has often been carried out with little institutional coordination or

efficiency, for example through the creation of industrial estates or the promotion of tourism, and has consistently failed to

generate the desired effects.

 

There is also a more recent global factor that cuts across rural areas including our own. This is the polarisation of talent in

larger urban areas, which affects the orientation of the economy and the knowledge society and, although it is an undeniable

element of opportunity, surely generates effects that are still difficult to manage from more peripheral areas.

 

Therefore, the loss of population is a multifaceted problem that must be understood in depth and dealt with in a complex

manner. Beyond talking strictly about demography and occupation, we must take a systemic approach that links local and

global realities and takes into account, for example, the effects of climate change, the digital society, new mobilities,

immigration and many other aspects.

 

Opportunities for a rural word with a future

 

In spite of the tendency to negativism that is detected when talking about the rural world, there are positive trends and

opportunities that allow us to see a more hopeful horizon, and that can also be seen in the south of Catalonia. 

 

For example, we can see the growing appreciation of rural areas as places of residence because of their proximity to natural

spaces, opportunities for human contact, distinct identity, diversity of housing stock, quality educational services, and local

production of high quality food, among other aspects.

JOSEP  MARIA  P IÑOL  ALABART
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This encourages existing residents to remain in rural areas and attracts new, creative residents who set up and promote new

businesses across all sectors. This trend does not yet allow for a positive demographic balance, but it is a basis for progress

and allows for a social transformation that is faster in some cases than in urban areas. 

 

In a certain sense, we can say that in the West people tend to move from urban to rural areas, but the spectrum of those who

opt for the latter is widening little by little. 

 

Other trends that may be opportunities to promote low-density areas are the capacity for direct sales without intermediaries,

specific dynamics of western re-industrialization that may affect rural areas, the general mechanisation of processes, the

empowerment of women, the generation of added value and business internationalization, among others.

 

A necessary change of direction

 

Currently, the concept of innovation is necessary for territorial development. This extends to social innovation and

governance, and to spaces that can be conducive to their deployment. 

 

In this sense, public policies must overcome a traditional conceptual framework, which includes concepts that are losing

meaning or are not the most appropriate (quality of life as an unspecific notion, work by departments, rural versus urban,

talent retention, even a public-private partnership that must be taken as read).

 

Without forgetting the need to ensure basic services to all people, and starting from shared and dynamic strategies (a

technical context that the European Union has favoured), we must speak increasingly of transversal projects because

they facilitate competitive territories and capable of realizing attractive life projects. All of this is based on taking advantage

of local resources and global trends, and making resettlement and the concentration of talent and creativity the natural

result.

 

Undoubtedly, there are different good practices linked to rural areas, many of them in our region. Specifically areas such as

agri-food, R+D+I, entrepreneurship and other forms of work, digital environment, tourism and heritage, housing, territorial

marketing and others, must be elements of support to find new directions.

 

There are three key elements that must support this potential orientation, and in which public institutions can play a

fundamental role: 1) the implementation of specific mechanisms for the diffusion of innovation, both economically and in

other contexts; 2) the favouring of a territorial articulation in a network from nodes of different sizes that allow a balance

between the rural and urban worlds, and 3) the generation of a positive image of the rural milieu (in this case recovering past

values in our region). It is a question of updating the concepts of equal opportunities and territorial balance.

 

The historical vision has positioned rural areas as traditionally affected in the development process. However, recent

evidence suggests that this is not necessarily the case. Southern Catalonia can be an increasingly obvious example if we

work in the right direction, placing people, rather than policies, at the centre.
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The rural development strategy

 

It is difficult to say that there is a magic wand or a single formula that can be used to help define rural development policies

and their corresponding strategies and actions. Neither can we speak of a fixed and replicable combination for all rural areas.

In these territories is essential to talk about gaining effectiveness and efficiency by combining horizontal measures (applied to

the whole territory) with vertical ones (applied locally to specific rural areas). 

 

It is neither coherent nor feasible for the government to propose territorial, social, and sectorial or infrastructural measures if

they are not also accompanied by local development measures that are specific and agreed by both public and private local

agents themselves. Nevertheless, it is also not effective if the enormous efforts at local level are not accompanied and

reinforced by decisive measures and adequate financing by the government.

 

Each territory must rethink and define its development model according to its characteristics and its social and economic

structure whilst achieving the broadest possible consensus between local government and social and economic agents. The

strategy needs to be what is known as an integrated rural development programme because this makes it possible to be more

effective as it implies consensus, programming and the operability of the actions.

 

Local councils in rural areas and other levels of local government must continue to lead these actions while introducing a new

model of governance that provides the highest level of consensus to priorities with local agents, and making them participants

and protagonists in the actions. In this sense, it is necessary to recognize the silent and effective work of the local experts who

contribute with their knowledge in each field or sector of action.

 

Priorities

 

Achieving a good level of rural development that slows down the depopulation of these areas means providing a good quality

of life and services that are close to the range of services that are offered in urban areas. It means improving mobility on the

roads and ensuring that towns and villages are well equipped with information and communication technologies. The

emergence of new professions and economic activities that allow companies to relocate and, therefore, their employers to

telework this should make it easier for young people to remain or return to rural areas and allow the creation of small

businesses and entrepreneurs. It should also enable existing and new enterprises to become much more competitive. New

citizen networks are currently being created in small rural villages, made up of groups of local young people and newcomers

who are reversing or, at least, stopping depopulation. 

 

It is a priority to strategically reinforce support the three axes of agricultural activity, namely arable farming, livestock farming

and forestry. It is also necessary to strengthen the agro-food industries. Without agricultural activity in the territory there will be

no balanced development, nor will it be possible to maintain a quality landscape or territorial base. For example, after the fire

in the Ribera d’Ebre region, there was widespread consensus regarding the need to maintain the agroforestry mosaic, to value

local production and to manage the forest area properly.

 

The common objective: to recover the values of the rural world

 

As a common objective, we must seek to recover and reinvent the values of rural areas not least because the rural population

itself is convinced of its values, which give an identity to rural life, to the landscape and to the various local products that are

produced from it. This can be seen in expressions such as “Resprout”.

 

It is thus essential that the urban population adopts a proactive attitude towards the values of the territory and its landscape.

A key factor is, for example, the purchase of local products. It is necessary to demonstrate to people that when, as consumers, 
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they buy a local product, they are not only buying local but also making a financial contribution that helps to maintain a quality

landscape and a territory that belongs to everyone. We have to make the landscape our own because it is our own, because its

values are our values, and because we value local products which, despite that their higher production costs, we purchase in

the knowledge that we are helping to maintain the production of these crops.

 

Finally, adapting to climate change will be a key factor in rural areas. It is essential to improve the resilience of the

agroforestry mosaic and its capacity to adapt to climate change. The key is to recover the values of the territory and its

landscape through competitive arable and livestock farming, the recovery of abandoned agricultural land and sustainable

forest management. We must adopt measures to prepare the territory for a changing climate and the associated increased

environmental risks such as fires caused by rising temperatures and periods of drought. However, we must also know how to

take advantage of new opportunities such as triple benefit generated from the use of forest resources and agricultural

biomass in fire prevention, renewable energy generation and the creation of employment. Another example would be the

marketing of well-known farm products, or the adaptation of new areas to climate change which, in certain rural areas can

open new business opportunities. 

 

Sustainability, resilience, values, smart technologies, new models of governance must all be properly combined to ensure an

effective rural development strategy.
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What is ARCA? What is its main objective?

 

The Association of Rural Initiatives of Catalonia was founded in 2010, becoming the regional rural development network of

Catalonia that coordinates and supports all Local Action Groups (LAGs) in Catalonia. Each LAG implements its own strategy

adapted to its territory. In total there are 11 LAGs related to the rural world. The main objective of the ARCA is to provide

coverage and advice and to coordinate all cooperation projects.

 

What are the future challenges in the Catalan rural world and specifically in Southern Catalonia?

 

The challenges are focused first on revitalizing the rural territory and all the assets we have. Secondly, it is important to

generate opportunities for the people of the territory to stay and, therefore, guarantee competitiveness. Finally, we must try to

minimize or reduce the impact of  depopulation.

 

What are the areas of work that need to be strengthened in order to achieve effective rural development?

 

The strategies for guaranteeing effective rural development are designed by each territory and are, therefore, specific to the

unique circumstances of each one. There is also a transversal strategy towards effective and sustainable rural development. 

 

For the rural world the next major step must be to guarantee connectivity and networks, this means, for example, having

connections to optical fibers. Without a doubt, connectivity will be central to future development. It is the only way that we can

be connected to the world and generate opportunities. 

 

Housing is also one of the main issues to be addressed. If we want people have to come here, they have to be guaranteed

decent housing. As a result of the brain drain from the rural world to the cities, many houses in different municipalities have

become uninhabited and, consequently, are in a process of degradation. Conservation must therefore be guaranteed to

attract and retain talent.

 

Which strategic or priority measures would you propose to reduce rural depopulation?

 

There are strategic and main sectors such as tourism. I would also say that the agricultural sector is working, but it is a question

of going a little further to retain talent and guaranteeing access to the network. For example, in Terra Alta, the agroforestry

and agrarian sectors have given rise to agricultural engineers being able to do fieldwork directly in the territory. The future

depends on connectivity and this is why the Internet is key if we want to guarantee homogeneous distribution of the territory's

population.

 

In the rural world we have a good quality of life, road connections that have improved significantly, and another way of

working and doing (to understand work and organizations). Another interesting example of the evolution and dynamization of

the territory are the coworking spaces such as those of the Ribera d’Ebre. There is also a cooperation project, Cowocat_Rural,

that promotes entrepreneurship in the rural world by providing people with a decent workspace.

 

There are mechanisms such as Leader which contribute to rural development. What would you highlight? What

direction is envisaged?

 

Leader projects, financed with European funds, have helped to boost the territory. They started in 1991 in the regions of Terra

Alta and Pallars Jussà. 

 

The new Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is currently being discussed and a change of orientation is foreseen, especially as

regards the lines of aid. Until now, the investment had been made if there was subsidy and this will end. Subsidies and aid will
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go to those projects that are dynamic and viable and based on competition.

 

It can be said that for the next six years we are facing a new paradigm at all levels including a clear decrease in resources

(within the framework of the new orientation of European agricultural policy). Probably, the energy transition and climate

change will be the key aspects to deal with: finding new ways to create energy so as not to depend on fossil resources that

are being depleted and that we do not have in Europe, biomass management, productivity from photovoltaic panels... in the

end it is a question of finding opportunities for the territory.

 

How have the Local Action Groups contributed to rural development? Looking to the future and taking the new CAP

into account, can there be any variation?

 

LAGs have led homogeneous rural development throughout the territory through specific strategies for each area. In any case,

the work done must be consolidated and new projects must be promoted in order to evolve. This evolution must be linked to

the diversification of businesses or projects. The strategy that unites Terra Alta and Ribera d’Ebre is an excellent example.

 

The LAGs have been more autonomous and self-leading than Regional Councils or City Councils, which may be more

conditioned by political action...

 

From the LAGs I would stress that the Leader philosophy should be the model to follow. Having said that, it is essential to talk

about public-private partnerships (49% public, 51% private), as it provides guarantees and vision of what is needed. Although

the public cannot differ much from reality. Decisions must be taken from the bottom up and, in this sense, the territory must set

its own priorities. What I would say is the fact that political decisions about the rural world have been taken in Barcelona has

been a mistake. Currently, the trend is changing and the Leader initiative has had a great influence.

 

It is feasible to achieve a positive and balanced relationship between urban and rural areas?

 

When we talk about a new paradigm in terms of new technologies, networks, digitization, data, new business models... we are

talking about a new reality. Old models and expressions of the past must be left behind and the future must be approached

from a different perspective. It is true that these are two different realities but they complement each other, because one

without the other cannot exist. This calls for a joint, cross-cutting country strategy.

 

Do you think that a progressive orientation of the rural world towards the knowledge economy and society would

encourage competitiveness and the attraction of talent to rural areas? Are there signs of change in your immediate

context (Terra Alta)?

 

I think that traditional is a value that you add to everything that develops in a territory. We then find that everything can be

distributed throughout the territory. For example, there is a cosmetics company that has its headquarters in Reus, but its

deploys logistics department is in Gandesa. The Knowledge Region must ensure the coordination of development and projects

on a territorial scale.

 

What elementary changes should be made at the level of management or governance (in country and local key) to

increase the role and future opportunities of rural areas?

 

Administrations are of different levels and each one has competences and responsibilities that must be fulfilled. In any case,

we must ensure much more agile and flexible administrations that are less politicized and that include elements of linkage with

the private sector. In particular, the citizen must be actively involved in the decision-making system.

 

Beyond the entire system of public administrations, the Knowledge Region must contribute to future strategic decision-making

for the territory. For example, if Gandesa aspires to have a business incubator with the aim of enabling people to develop

different industries from there, it cannot be isolated from the economic dynamics of Tarragona, there must be a direct link.

 

Do you think that rural areas have adequate representation in the Region of Knowledge project?

 

I was very pleased to be able to participate. I think that it is now time to increase the frequency of meetings and I suppose that

the new political context will facilitate that. At the same time, I believe that it is necessary to convey a decision-making system

and an adequate strategy capable of making bridges between the rural world and the urban world.
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Regional benchmarking has become a recognized technique for discovering and exploring good practices. From a broader

perspective, it is generally true that each town or region has inherent characteristics, such as a business environment and

conditions for attracting talent, a level of infrastructure, or the presence of innovation ecosystems. In such cases, studies of

best practices enable regions to develop strategies or apply new policies to become more attractive. 

 

The aim of this section is to provide a reference for identifying good practices for regional development, i.e. reinforcing

approaches, identifying synergies, and encouraging the emergence of good practices. 

 

In this edition we present several examples of rural development and innovation that are notable for their governance or

features such as social innovation in the digital environment or the promotion of entrepreneurship, etc.

 

BCN Smart Rural, in the province of Barcelona (Spain)

 

BCN Smart Rural is a Specialization and Territorial Competitiveness project (an instrument of RIS3CAT, Catalonia’s smart

specialization strategy) funded by the ERDF programme. Specifically, the project has a budget of roughly three million euros

divided among the following three lines of work: 1) promoting specialization based on new technology; 2) boosting the green

and circular economy through forest management and biomass km 0; and 3) promoting agricultural production activities with a

high ecological value. The project will run until 2021 in the non-metropolitan region of Barcelona, which covers an area of

565,975 hectares.

 

Lekaroz Campus, Baztan (Spain)

 

The Lekaroz Business Campus is a commitment by the regional government of Navarre to develop the Baztan-Bidasoa region

by implementing knowledge-intensive companies. The project’s main strengths are its high environmental quality, its unique

spaces (a resources and activities centre as well as a business incubator located in an old church) and its strategic location in

Navarre, the Basque Country and Aquitaine. The context for the Campus’s sectorial orientation is the RIS3 strategy of Navarre.

 

Casa Netural (Italy)

 

Located in Matera, in southern Italy, this project is based at Casa Netural (Netural House). Its functions include co-working, co-

living (which reinforces the concept of network), business incubating, and hosting training programmes and other events. Its

projects include Wonder Grotole, which encourages the recovery of a rural nucleus; Agrinetural, which fosters a social garden;

Netural Walk, which promotes hiking in an informative way; and Netural Talk, which cultivates reflection through colloquiums

and debates.

 

The Forest Science and Technology Centre of Catalonia (CTFC), Solsona (Spain)

 

Solsonès County Council and Lleida University founded the Forest Science and Technology Centre of Catalonia in Solsona in

1996. Later, Lleida County Council, the Catalan Foundation for Research and Innovation, the Government of Catalonia, the

Autonomous University of Barcelona, Barcelona County Council and Solsona Town Council were incorporated into the

organization. This public consortium is linked to the Government of Catalonia through the Catalan Ministry of Agriculture,

Livestock, Fisheries and Food. It is also a TECNIO agent accredited by the Government of Catalonia. 

 

The CTFC’s mission is to contribute to the modernization and competitiveness of the forestry sector, promote rural

development, and foster sustainable management of the environment through excellence in research and the transfer of

knowledge and technology to society.
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CITA, Peñaranda de Bracamonte (Spain)

 

The purpose of CITA is to implement the information and knowledge society in rural areas. Its aims are to qualify human

resources, guarantee access to information, and provide technological services in the field of education, continuous training,

and local administration, etc. Inaugurated in 2006 as an engine of socio-economic activity and training in the region, CITA

acts as a link connecting technological advances with the population. The range of technological training programmes it

offers is diverse and is intended for a range of audiences.

 

Territorial quality marks of Matarraña and Norte Teruel (Spain)

 

Various initiatives, e.g. Matarraña and Norte Teruel (specifically, Bajo Martín and Sierra de Arcos), aim to promote products

and their territories and to develop their rural areas.  

 

These initiatives, which are managed by Local Action Groups (LAGs), encourage product labelling for companies that meet

certain criteria. Norte Teruel also serves to link and position two regions. The promotion strategy, implemented in the context of

Aragon, has several parallels with the Ebre Biosfera brand.

 

Mutinerie Village (France)

 

Mutinerie Village is a co-working centre located in a rural area but directly linked to its urban equivalent located in Paris. It is

promoted jointly with Ambassade du Perche. The initiative lends support in the fields of real estate, childcare, schooling,

health, transport, trade, sport, culture and events. It offers possibilities for collective implantation and conducts multiple

permaculture initiatives.

 

Nordregio (Nordic countries)

 

This centre for applied research, which was founded by the Nordic Council of Ministers in 1997, is partly financed through

grants offered by the Interreg programme. Participating in several European programmes and operating on various levels, one

of its main areas of work is rural development. Based on collaboration between stakeholders, it has a board of directors from

all member states and a team of 40 professionals and numerous collaborators.

 

Presura, Soria (Spain)

 

Presura is a fair and series of technical conferences (which take place annually in Soria) whose central axis are initiatives to

promote rural repopulation. It hosts innovative projects for disseminating the rural reality in an urban context, produces several

publications, promotes working groups, and holds regular meetings on the subject.

 

Soho Solo Gers and Lozère Nouvelle Vie (France)

 

Soho Solo are projects aimed at encouraging families and professionals to move to the French départements of Gers and

Lozère by fostering the availability of professional networks in a rural context and offering improved quality of life (through the

uniqueness of its locations, activities in contact with the region, and social cohesion, etc.). This project is linked to similar

initiatives in smaller areas such as Beaujoleais Vert. 

 

Josep Maria Piñol Alabart

Technical staff member of the URV's Chair for University and Knowledge Region
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Southern Catalonia has a wide range of assets whose characteristics and idiosyncrasies make it a good model for a

knowledge-based economy and society. In this edition we present examples of good practices in rural areas that contribute

actively to the development of the region in this area.

 

Concactiva, the Conca de Barberà Development Agency

 

Concactiva is an autonomous development body that works as an agency for development policies in the region. It has also

become a meeting point for public and private agents. 

 

It is responsible for managing numerous incubator businesses, including Concactiva, Viver de Celleristes de Barberà de la

Conca, Espai Cuina and, shortly, an agro-food nursery. The Agency’s main tasks are to provide career and business advice and

promote training programmes. It is also involved in a housing exchange programme. 

 

The Agency also promotes the implementation of a participative regional strategic plan that aims to set the course of

development for the near future.  

 

Its special features in the area of governance mean that it operates across the economic promotion area of Montblanc (the

region’s main municipality).

 

Cowocat_Rural

 

Cowocat_Rural is a cooperation project that promotes entrepreneurship in rural areas. It has recently been included as an

example of good practice in the European Network for Rural Development.

 

The creation of the ‘Liquid Zone’ co-working space in Riba-roja d'Ebre in 2014 (the first co-working space in the Catalan rural

environment) led to the idea of creating a network of co-working spaces in rural areas. This network now coordinates the

creation of cooperation and innovation opportunities in rural areas in order to guarantee sustainable development by

attracting and retaining talent. 

 

With the Consortium of Socioeconomic Initiatives (CIS) as coordinator, Cowocat_Rural is present in Ribera d’Ebre and Terra

Alta. It also operates throughout Catalonia through various Local Action Groups. As well as in Riba-roja, the other co-working

centres in the southern regions are located in Amposta, Flix, Gandesa, Móra d’Ebre, Prat del Compte and Valls. 

 

With more than 130 linked professionals, the network helps the development of its regions by promoting actions aimed at

improving training, energizing its members, and boosting professional exchanges between centres via Rural&Go actions.

 

Mancomunitat Taula del Sénia

 

The Taula del Sénia is a group of municipalities whose objective is to facilitate employment in order to improve the living

conditions of their inhabitants by encouraging more and better coordination between the various administrations and

attracting investment. It groups 27 municipalities in Montsià, Baix Maestrat (in the autonomous community of Valencia) and

Matarraña (Aragon), all of which share problems and opportunities.

 

Its main actions and projects include the annual European heritage days and conference on millenary olive trees in the Sénia

region. This latter project values heritage and promotes economic development based on the region’s olive brand. The

packaging and distribution of oil produced from these olives create added value and provide a direct benefit for the farmers

in the area while also helping to preserve the agricultural landscape. 
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These actions are complemented by a route through the area where these olive groves are located that includes visits to

various museums and information centres.

 

Association, strategic plan and the Vall del Corb brand

 

The Vall del Corb extends along the course of this river Corb between the regions of Conca de Barberà (in Baixa Segarra) and

Urgell.  

 

This association, which bears the name of the valley (vall), emerged from the regional Gustum project (coordinated by the

Leader de Ponent association), which enables agrifood establishments and private tourism companies to lead development in

the area. 

 

The association has fostered a participatory strategic plan that has helped to create a territorial brand that is the core feature

of numerous projects.  The main channel for disseminating and structuring  the Association’s range of services is its website. 

 

The Association provides a cohesive project for local inhabitants, those with second homes, and visitors to an area that is

without its own administrative organization and is characterized by a low population density index.
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- UNESCO Priorat-Montsant-Siurana candidature (UNESCO): another step in the long process to enhance the value of

a singular (historical and immaterial) landscape. The Priorat collective is a cohesive group made up of people with a solid

background that emerged from previous initiatives such as the Carta del Paisatge del Priorat (Priorat Landscape Letter)

http://www.candidaturapriorat.org/

- The Museu de la Pauma development and rural centre in Mas de Barberans, which has specific themes such as

plant fibres and people’s empowerment and a full calendar of activities https://cdrmuseudelapauma.cat/worpre/

- The Prades Strategic Plan, which began in 2013 and promotes a policy to create businesses involved in activities such

as mountain apple farming and hop growing for the brewing industry, as well as an astronomical observatory.

http://www.cooperativaprades.cat/el-pla-estrategic-de-prades/

- The Sebes and Meandre de Flix nature reserve, which is run by the Natura Freixe Group, is an inclusive example of

elements of environmental recovery and management in which numerous economic and sustainable activities generate

value for the area and its products https://www.freixe.cat/

OTHER CASES OF INTEREST:

Photograph: "Guimerà, vineyard and farming". Author: Angela Llop.
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Publications
OECD (2019), Rural 3.0. People-centred rural policy, Secretary-General of the OECD,

OECD.

ESPON EFTC (2017), Shrinking rural regions in Europe: Towards smart and innovative

approaches to regional development challenges in depopulating rural regions, EPSON.

 

 

Engaging citizens for good governance in Cohesion Policy

6/2/2020, Brussels, Belgium

 

Europe, let's cooperate! 2020

9/6/2020, Dubrovnik, Croatia

 

You can find more events in the webpage of the Chair for University and Knowledge

Region  [http://www.regio-coneixement.catedra.urv.cat/en/]

Agenda

Follow us on Social Media

@RConeixementURV Càtedra Universitat i Regió del Coneixement
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http://www.regio-coneixement.catedra.urv.cat/en/
https://twitter.com/RconeixementURV
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/regio-coneixement-urv
https://twitter.com/RconeixementURV
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/regio-coneixement-urv

